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Life at the Helm of the Toughest Job in Britain

by JIMMY BUCHAN

Published by Sphere on 02 June 2011, £7.99 paperback original

Jimmy Buchan became an unlikely star when millions of people watched him battle 30 foot waves and force 10 gales in the BBC’s hit series, Trawlerman.  

Over the years, fans of the series have admired Jimmy’s courage, determination and leadership of the closely bonded crew under his charge as they fish the treacherous seas off the East coast of Scotland.  With over 30 years’ experience under his belt, Jimmy now offers this fascinating and honest account of the risks and rewards of his chosen trade.

Jimmy explains the inner workings of a trawler and what it is really like living and working at sea for days on end.  From facing conditions so violent that every ounce of effort is spent simply trying to stay alive to days when the North Sea is giving up such abundant hauls crewmen return home with enough money to live like kings, it is a life that has been lived on the very crest of danger and despair, a career that has seen other skippers fall by the wayside, undone by a declining industry, or worse, lost to the unforgiving North Sea. 

By turns gripping, comic and nostalgic, this is Britain’s most famous skipper’s account of life doing Britain’s most dangerous job.

Jimmy Buchan was born and raised in the famous fishing port of Peterhead.  He always wanted to be a skipper and left school at 16 to pursue his dream.  In 1986, after serving his apprenticeship and working as a crew member for a number of years, he bought his first boat.  He called it Amity, meaning ‘friendship’.  As skipper of Amity and later Amity II, Jimmy has survived violent storms, misfortune and a declining industry to become a respected and successful skipper.

Jimmy is the Chair and a board member of the Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation, Port Convenor of Peterhead Port and a keen supporter of the Fishermen’s Mission.  Jimmy is a passionate voice on behalf of the Scottish fishing industry.
JIMMY BUCHAN IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW IN LONDON ON 2nd & 3rd JUNE.
For further information please contact Sally Wray at Sphere on 020 7911 8059, sally.wray@littlebrown.co.uk
Jimmy Buchan and his crew will be sailing his North Sea Trawler, AMITY II, from Peterhead to London, arriving on the 01 June 2011.  The journey is to raise funds for the Fishermen’s Mission.  Amity II will be moored at St Katharine’s Pier (Tower Bridge) and open to the Public on 2-4 June.
(For information on the Fishermen’s Mission contact Jos Standerwick at JosStanderwick@rnmdsf.org.uk)
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